
The Diocese of Harrisburg is fully committed to support students and families 

who are not yet ready to return to in-person instruction.  Each family is in a unique 

situation, and the faculty at St. John the Baptist School will work with each family to 

ensure that all of our students are receiving a faith-filled, appropriate learning 

experience until they are ready to return to the traditional classroom.  There are a few 

guiding items that will drive our instruction which this document outlines.  Please know 

that all staff and teachers will be as flexible as possible to meet the needs of all of our 

students. 

 

Distance learning is available to students who need to quarantine as well. 

Students may need to quarantine because of a possible exposure or if a student travels 

to a “red” state during the school year.  The list of red states are available at: 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx 

  

  

Deliver of instruction:  Instruction of the core curriculum will be delivered in-synch with 

the rest of the class.  The core curriculum will consist of religion, math, reading and 

writing.  Lessons may also include science and social studies if parents and teachers 

agree that it is appropriate for the student.  The lessons will be delivered by ZOOM 

teleconferencing.  The teacher will be equipped with a headset that will allow clear 

communication between distance learning students and the teacher.  The ZOOM 

classes cannot be recorded at any time that the teacher is teaching with students 

present.  Students in the classroom will remain out of the range of the video to the 

greatest extent possible. 

  

Devices:  Students will receive instruction live streamed to their school issued device.  

Students in grades K – 3 will be issued an iPad and students in grades 4 – 6 will be 

issued a Chromebook.  The use of school issued devices will allow consistent 

technology, the ability for teachers to push appropriate applications to the students, and 

the flexibility for classroom teachers to assist students if technical issues arise.  Families 

will be asked to sign a lending agreement for the device when it is distributed to 

distance learnings. 

  

Schedules:  Teachers will communicate with families by email at the beginning of each 

week. The email will include any schedule changes, upcoming major assessments and  

project due dates.  This information will also be posted to Google Classroom. The 

teacher will minimize schedule changes to the greatest extent possible; however they 

may be necessary due to unforeseeable interruptions or conflicts during the school day.  

In the event that there are schedule changes, the teacher will communicate with parents 

by email as soon as possible. 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx
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Learning Management System:  Students and teachers will communicate primarily 

through Google Classroom as their learning management system (LMS).  Teachers will 

establish and maintain Google Classrooms which will contain information, lesson 

material, and a copy of the weekly schedule with ZOOM links for joining classes.  For 

older students, the teacher will also establish procedures for submitting classwork and 

assignments through our LMS.  Students (or parents for our younger students) are 

responsible for checking their Google Classrooms for information. 

  

Worksheet/Packets:  In the event that a teacher feels it is necessary to send home 

worksheets and/or “packets” (paper lessons, worksheets, etc.), the teacher will 

communicate with the families and arrange a mutually agreeable pick-up/drop-off 

routine that may involve a parent exchanging materials, a staff member exchanging 

material, or both parties mailing materials.  Particularly for our kindergarteners, it may 

be more appropriate to do a weekly exchange of paper materials in order to supplement 

synchronous learning.  

  

Attendance:  Distance learning students are expected to attend all of their core lessons.  

Teachers will confirm that our distance learning students were on-line for daily 

attendance purposes.  If a student cannot attend a lesson, it is the parent’s 

responsibility to contact the teacher so they can work together to arrange make-up 

work. In the event a student does not connect for a lesson due to technical issues, the 

parent should email the teacher as soon as possible. Again, ZOOM lessons will not be 

recorded so the teacher and the parent will handle the absence like any other absence. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


