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SCHOOL NEWS 
September 2018 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Aug. 21:  School Open House 4 - 5 

pm, followed by a picnic up in the 

field.  Please bring a covered dish 

to share 

Aug. 22:  First Day of School!   

Aug. 24:  Spirit Night at 

Stonebridge Grill  

Aug. 31:  No School 

Sept 3:  No School 

Sept 4:  Back to School Night 7 PM 

Sept 9 :  PTO meeting at 10:15 am 

in the School Library 

Sept 10:  Kidstuff Coupon Book 

Sale begins 

Sept 12:  No School – Diocesan 

Education Conference, Preschool is 

in session 

Sept 13:  Mission Day 

Sept 15:  St. John’s Booth at the 

New Freedom Festival 

Sept 20:  Grade 2 Religious Ed 

Parent Meeting 6:15 pm in the 

Social Hall 

Sept 22:  Family Dance 

St. John the Baptist Catholic School Newsletter 

From the Principal’s Desk… 

Prayer for September:   

The things, good Lord, that we pray for, 
give us the Grace to labor for.   

Sir Thomas More (1478 -1535) 

 Welcome Back.  I’m looking forward 
to an absolutely wonderful new school 

year.  You will receive a newsletter 
each month with details about various 
events at the school.  This newsletter is 

to help answer any questions that you 
may have to start the year.  Please 
don’t hesitate to ask if you have any 
questions! 

  School Secretary:  Please help me 

in welcoming Mrs. Belinda Siperko to 
our school family as our new school 
secretary.  Miss Belinda is doing a 

wonderful job adjusting to all the 
nuances of our school.  As you know, 
Julie’s shoes were tough to fill, but 

Belinda has a large family herself and 
understands the importance of our 
school families.  Please help her by 
introducing yourself to her when you 

meet her.  I know she’ll get to know all 
of you in no time at all! 
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Uniforms: At the beginning of the year the students all arrive in correct uniforms.  As 
the year progresses and the children wear out or outgrow their uniforms, the uniform 
code may not be followed.   Please note the uniform information in the Student/Parent 
Handbook.  Boys must be in dress Khakis and NOT Cargo pants. There should be 
no snaps or pockets on the sides of the pants.  While we do not require the pants be 
purchased from Flynn and O’Hara, they must be dress pants.  Shoes also must be 
dress shoes and not just brown or black sneakers, except for PE days.  While we un-
derstand that the occasional morning happens in which you may find that the uni-
forms have not been washed, just send in a note with your child, and we’ll let it go for 
that day only.  Thank you for ensuring that your child will not receive a yellow slip for 
being out of uniform. 

ACCIDENTS:  We all know that accidents are sometimes a part of life.  While we do 
all we can to try to prevent an accident, the occasional fall/scrape hap-
pens.  If that should happen, we will send home an accident report to 
you that day when possible.  If it happens too late in the day, or is of a 
more serious manner, you may receive a call from the office. 

SCHEDULE:  At our back to school night, the classroom teachers will 

share the weekly/daily schedules with you.  It’s sometimes difficult to 

remember which days the children have PE.  The schedule has 

changed slightly this year.  Grades K, 1, 2, 3, 6 all have PE on Mon-

day and Tuesdays and will wear their PE uniforms to school those 

days.  Grades 4 & 5 have PE on Wednesday and wear their PE uni-

forms on that day only.  We go up to Mass every Friday, and Holy 

Days so the children wear their dress uniforms on those days.  If we 

would attend Mass on a PE day, the children may wear their PE uni-

forms on that day to Mass. 

ARRIVAL:  The school doors open at 8:25 and we begin school promptly at 8:40.  Mrs. Allison and Mrs. Doyle 

will be at the drive through to help your student out of the car.  Please do not get out of the car. Say goodbye 

before pulling up to the drop off.   If you arrive after the 8:40 drop off time, your child will be marked absent until 

you sign them in at the school office.  If you are late, you will need to park your car in the parking lot and walk in 

to the school to sign them in.  Because of student safety, you may not just drop them at the curb if no teacher is 

there is greet them. 

DISMISSAL:  We begin prayers at 3:30 followed by dismissal.  Students who are in the parent pick up line will 

proceed down to the social hall where you will be asked to sign them out.  Students who ride the bus will be 

escorted to the bus area.  Buses often run late at the beginning of the school year while they work out the 

schedules.  If your student is later than you are expecting them, please call the school to see what time the bus 

left our parking lot. 

LUNCH:  As you know by now, the children need to carry their lunches as we do not have a hot 
lunch program.  A lunch box is one item your child will need to obtain, along with a water bottle.  
However, we are able to offer subway on Wednesdays, and Pizza from Sons of Sicily on Fri-
days.  You should have received information on how to place your orders for these items.   The 
children go out to recess first and then come back in to eat their lunch.  Lunch times are from 
12:00 – 1:00. 
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PTO!   Formerly called our Home and School Association (HSA).  
We have decided to rename this group to  PTO (Parent Teacher Or-
ganization) so there is less confusion as to who is involved in this 
group.  Website: sjbnfpto.org      Email:  PTO@sjbnf.org 

We are a very active group of families that support our school in so 
many ways.  Lots of fun events are planned and run by the PTO, 
like our Trunk or Treat for Halloween (come and decorate your trunk 
or not! Either way is fun); Breakfast with Santa; Catholic Schools 
week events as well as many other activities.  This is a wonderful 
way for you to get involved and get to know the other families in our 
school.  Please join us for the monthly planning meetings.  You may 
bring your children with you, so please don’t hesitate to come!  All 
are welcome! 

School attendance:  Pennsylvania has really cracked down on student absenc-

es so we too will be more vigilant this year.  Upon returning to school the child 

must bring a valid, hand-written excuse (as required by PA School Code 1327 

no later than 3 days after illness), signed by the parent/guardian. This note must 

state the date and the reason for the absence.  When we don’t receive a note 

from you, your child will be marked as unexcused. Under the new law, if your 

child has 5 unexcused absences, you will receive a letter from the school. At ten 

unexcused absences, we are required by PA State Law to report those absenc-

es to Child and Youth protective services as this is considered neglectful.  A phy-

sician’s certificate is required before readmission when a child has a communi-

cable disease or when a student has been absent three or more consecutive 

days due to illness.   Failure to submit such an excuse within 5 days will result in 

the absence being coded as unlawful. 

    Mission Day:    Each month the children have the opportunity to dress casu-
ally for our Mission Day donations.  The monies or food 
items collected go to our food pantry most months, although 
we do have other missions we support throughout the year 
and will let you know the cause we support for the month.  
The family donation is one food item or dollar donation per 
family.  Thanks for helping us teach our children to share our 
blessings with others. 


